SUMMER OPERA FILM FESTIVAL
AT UNIVERSITY LIVING, 2011

AN AUDIENCE-FRIENDLY WAGNERIAN RING CYCLE

Inclusive Dates: August 1-5, 8-12

L ocation: University Living, 2865 S. Main, Ann Arbor, MI 4838

An Opera Performance Discussion Series
Co-Sponsored by the Osher Lifelong Learning Insditat the University of Michigan

+ Do-the operas of Richard Wagner’'s Ring
Cycle intimidate, exhaust, enthwall, bore;,

and/or disgust you?

+ Are they childvews faivytales, political
allegories, and/or principles of humarv
nature expressed by music and drama?

+ Are they sexist, feminist, communist, fascist,
and/or anti-Semitic?

+ Participate i the relaxed exwirornument of
ouwr performance discussion series to-learn
how to-enjoy the majestic music of these
operas;, as well as for their informal
analysis.

! Discussion Leader, Richard C. Adelman, Ph. D (EmeProfessor of Biological Chemistry and Past
Director of the Institute of Gerontology, Univessidf Michigan Medical School; Director of Univengit
Relations, University Living; E-Mail +adelman@umich.e¢Telephone — 734-995-1303; Address — 651
N. 5" Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104)




Schedule

Monday, August 1, 7:00p, Introductory Discussiorn(g.)
Tuesday, August 2, 7:00pas Rheingold(2%z hrs.)
Wednesday, August 3, 7:00pie Walklre, Acts 1/2 (2% hrs.)
Thursday, August 4, 7:00pie Walkire Act 3 (12 hrs.)
Friday, August 5, 7:00p, Midpoint Discussion (2.hrs

Monday, August 8, 7:00igiegfried Acts 1/2 (2% hrs.)

Tuesday, August 9, 7:00Bjegfried Act 3 (12 hrs.)

Wednesday, August 10, 7:00pdtterdammerungAct 1 (2% hrs.)
Thursday, August 11, 7:00@0tterdammerungActs 2/3 (2% hrs.)
Friday, August 12, 7:00p, Concluding Discussiomi(R)

Sealected Ring Cycle Perfor mance

The Metropolitan Opera and Chorus, conducted byeddmvine;
produced by Otto Schenk; filmed at the Metropoli@pera House
at Lincoln Center, New York, NY in March and Aprl990;
Hildegard Behrens, Mari Anne Haggender, Siegfrexdigalem,
Gary Lakes, Hanna Lisowska, Christa Ludwig, KurtlMdames
Morris, Jessye Norman, Anthony Raffell, Jan-HendRdotering,
Matti Salminen, Birgitta Svenden, Dawn Upshaw, Hidel
WIlaschiha, Heinz Zednik; Deutsche Grammophon, 14311

| ntroduction

Many people regard the operas of Richard Wagrkarig
Cycle as the single greatest artistic accomplishirmEhuman
history. Its detractors are equally apparent. Maiemes
contemplate its musicological and humanistic aresdythan for any
other operatic production. Devotees travel worldewvio attend its
performances and purchase numerous variations atidio and



video productions and related paraphernalia. |fsaichon
contemporary culture beyond the world of opera earfgom
musical score of feature film, to metaphorical mpof valkyrie-
like powerful female figures in newspaper artickespublic
protest by Nazi Holocaust survivors at symphonidgrenance,
and more.

There are three fundamental objectives of thisafien
festival about the Ring Cycle:

1) to enjoy the majesty of the music;

2) to emphasize the ability of the music to conveydbeflict
between the redeeming features of love and theigton
often associated with power; and

3) to maintain a relaxed and informal environment for
constructive and friendly discussion.

A pre-requisite for optimal enjoyment of this opéhan festival is
observation of the DVDWagner: The Complete Ep{Richard
Burton, Vanessa Redgrave, Sir Lawrence OliviereEtied by
Tony Palmer; London Philharmonic Orchestra & Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra & Budapest Symphony OrcheStr
Georg Solti; Kultur, 1983 / 2005 {8 hrs., 4 discs})

Principal Characters of the Operas

Immortal Gods and Goddesses
Wotan (King of the Gods, God of light, air and wind
Fricka (wife of Wotan, and Goddess of marriage)
Freia (sister of Fricka, and Goddess of eternathjou
Loge (God of fire)
Erda (Goddess of wisdom)
Donner (brother of Fricka, God of thunder and laghihg)
Froh (brother of Fricka, God of fields and rain)
The Norns (the weavers of fate, and daughtersad)E




Giants
Fafner (brother of Fasolt)
Fasolt (brother of Fafner)

Nibelung Dwarfs
Alberich (a smith, brother of Mime)
Mime (brother of Alberich, Siegfried’s foster fatf)

Rhinemaidens
Woglinde
Wellgunde
Flosshilde

Valkyrie Sisters (daughters of Wotan and Erda)
Brinnhilde, Gerhilde, Helmwige, Waltraute,
Schwertleite, Ortlinde, Siegrune, Grimgerde, and
Rossweisse

Mortals
Siegmund (Walsung son of Wotan, and brother oflBide)
Sieglinde (Siegmund’s twin sister)
Hunding (Sieglinde’s husband)
Gunther (King of the Gibichung tribe)
Hagen (son of Alberich, and Gunther’s half-brojher
Gutrune (Gunther’s sister))

Synopses of the Four Operas’

Opera #1, Das Rheingold

In Norse mythology, Northern Europe consisted of
three realms: the underworld, inhabited by Nibekjrige earth's

2 Quoted or paraphrased frdittp:/archive.operainfo.org/broadcast/archive/
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surface, inhabited by giants and mortals; and linedy heights of
Valhalla, inhabited by the god®as Rheingolds the story of
Valhalla’s creation.

Das Rheingold Scene 1. Thedwarf Alberich surprises three
nymphs, or Rhinemaidens, playing in the waterhefRhine. He
tries to catch them as they dart through the waters
He is unsuccessful and frustrated, but then suinéigtidenly
strikes the summit of a rock, illuminating the Régold, the all-
powerful treasure the maidens guard. The nymph&exihat
anyone who would take the gold and wear a ring nfiamhe it
would rule the world, but would have to give updo%crambling
up the rock, Alberich forswears love, wrests thegfree and
escapes as the Rhinemaidens try to catch him.

Das Rheingold Scene 2. In the cloudy heights, husband and
wife Fricka and Wotan slumber on a bank within sigittheir
newly built castle. When the two gods awaken, Fridproaches
her husband for having promised her sister Fretaaaiants
Fafner and Fasolt as payment for constructingdhieefss — a
promise Wotan never intended to keep. Instead,ihevark with
the god Loge to find a substitute payment for tiaatg’ labor.
Loge suggests the Rheingold, and entices Frickamitan with
tales of its power. Fafner wants the gold, but wakibtan to
retrieve it for him; Fasolt wants Freia, and insish holding her
hostage.

Das Rheingold Scene 3. Wotan and Loge descend to the
gnomes’ underground domain and offer to help MiAlberich’s
brother, whom he has tormented since capturingrtiesngold,
and who does not recognize the gods. Wotan and togieont
the tyrannical Alberich, but he does not cowerdaarfof the gods;
with the ring on, he is all powerful and plans tedhrow them.
But what would happen if someone were to steafitigs?
Alberich explains that Mime created the Tarnhelrhgbnet made
from the treasure, which enables the wearer togdnahape or
become invisible. When Loge incredulously asksafor
demonstration, Alberich shows the scope of the béfpowers




by first turning into a dragon, and then into adteawhereupon
Wotan traps him under his foot and Loge takes tmafielm.
Alberich resumes his usual form and is tied andighd back to
the gods’ home.

Das Rheingold Scene 4. Loge and Wotan offer Alberich his
freedom in exchange for the golden treasure. Begngdy, he
agrees to surrender the hoard, thinking he wilpkiae ring and
use it to get his riches back. Loge unties histrigind, enabling
Alberich to kiss the Ring to summon his slaves, \ahtiver the
gold. When Loge and Wotan keep the Tarnhelm andtitiee ring
be included, Alberich curses the ring so that esiwg death befall
all who possess it.

Alberich disappears as the other gods approadbwietl by
the giants Fasolt and Fafner with their hostageiak-Fasolt
accepts the hoard of gold as substitute paymentibilhides his
beloved Freia from his view. But the load of treasis not quite
enough: he can still see her hair through a crlacge adds the
Tarnhelm to the hoard, but Fasolt can see the gtddrar eye
through a chink. Fafner demands the ring, now oriaWse finger,
be added to the pile. Wotan refuses, but then @askoovers the
mountaintop as Erda, the earth goddess, warns \obtde ring’s
curse. Wotan tosses the ring onto the hoard, whperekreia is
released, and Alberich's curse takes effect: Fafear kills Fasolt,
claiming the entire treasure for himself.

Fricka bids Wotan turn his thoughts better thindige-their
new home. The god of thunder dispels the mistsitha¢
enveloped the mountaintop, leaving a rainbow bridgine
fortress. Wotan leads the gods across, but Logairesnmuttering
that they are going to their doom. As the gods<mo® Valhalla,
the Rhinemaidens are heard from below, grievinddhs of their
treasure.




Opera #2, Die Walkure

Die Walklre Act 1. As a storm rages, Siegmund, pursued by
enemies, stumbles exhausted into an unfamiliardndsigglinde
finds him lying by the hearth, and the two feeimmediate
attraction. But they are soon interrupted by Sregis husband,
Hunding, who asks the stranger who he is. Callingsklf
“Woeful,” Siegmund tells of a disaster-filled lifenly to learn that
Hunding is a kinsman of his foes. Hunding, bef@tiring, tells his
guest they will fight to the death in the morning.

Left alone, Siegmund calls on his father, Walse{lie
sword he once promised him. Sieglinde reappeavidagiven
Hunding a sleeping potion. She tells of her weddatgvhich a
one-eyed stranger thrust into a tree a sword thssnce resisted
every effort to pull it out. Sieglinde confesses tliehappiness to
Siegmund. He embraces her and vows to free her lfiemforced
marriage to Hunding. As moonlight floods the ro@regmund
compares their feeling to the marriage of love simang.
Sieglinde hails him as “Spring” but asks if hidtat was really
“Wolf,” as he said earlier. When Siegmund givesfatber's name
as Walse instead, Sieglinde recognizes him as Siednher twin
brother. He pulls the sword from the tree and cta8reglinde as
his bride, rejoicing in the union of the Walsungs.

Die Walkiire Act 2. High in the mountains, Wotan, leader of
the gods, tells his warrior daughter, the Valkyréinnhilde, that
she must defend his mortal son Siegmund in his mpogp battle
with Hunding. Leaving joyfully to do his biddindhe Valkyrie
passes Fricka, Wotan'’s wife and the goddess ofiagger Fricka
insists that Wotan must defend Hunding’s marriagkts against
Siegmund. She ignores his argument that Siegmuunid save the
gods by winning back the Ring from the dragon Fafidhen
Wotan realizes he is caught in his own trap—nhis growill leave
him if he does not enforce the law—he agrees toviiess
demands. After Fricka has left in triumph, the frated god tells
the returning Brinnhilde about the theft of thedgahd Alberich’s




curse on it. Brinnhilde is shocked to hear herefigthis plans in
ruins, order her to fight for Hunding. Then, alongéhe darkness,
she withdraws as Siegmund and Sieglinde approach.

Siegmund comforts his distraught bride, and watcdves
her when she falls asleep. Brinnhilde appearsnaalsiif in a
vision, telling him he will soon go to Valhalla. Hells her he will
not leave Sieglinde and threatens to kill himsel ais bride if his
sword has no power against Hunding. Brinnhilde, edodecides
to defy Wotan and help him. She vanishes. Siegnintsifarewell
to Sieglinde when he hears the approaching Hunslicigallenge.
When Siegmund is about to win, however, Wotan argpaiad
shatters his sword, leaving him to be killed by Himng.
Brinnhilde escapes with Sieglinde and the brokesrdw/\otan
contemptuously fells Hunding with a wave of his thamd leaves
to punish Brunnhilde for her disobedience.

Die Walkiire Act 3. On the Valkyries’ Rock, Briinnhilde’s
eight warrior sisters — who have gathered themlgribearing
slain heroes to Valhalla — are surprised to seehtr with
Sieglinde. When they hear she is fleeing Wotan'atiyrthey are
afraid to hide her. Sieglinde is numb with despaitil Briinnhilde
tells her she bears Siegmund’s child. Eager talbed; she
receives the pieces of the sword from Brtnnhildd thianks her
rescuer, then rushes off into the forest to hidenfiWotan. When
the god appears, he sentences Briinnhilde to beaonutal
woman, silencing her sisters’ objections by thneiziig to do the
same to them. Left alone with her father, Brinrhdeads that in
disobeying his orders she was really doing whatisbed. Wotan
will not give in: she must lie in sleep, a prize &my man who
finds her. But as his anger abates she asks the édbeing
surrounded in sleep by a wall of fire that only bravest hero can
pierce. Both sense this hero must be the childSreglinde will
bear. Sadly renouncing his daughter, Wotan kissésrihilde’s
eyes with sleep and mortality before summoning L.¢lge god of
fire, to encircle the rock. As flames spring uge tleparting Wotan
invokes a spell forbidding the rock to anyone whar$ his spear.




Opera #3, Sieqgfried

Siegfried,Act 1. In his cave deep in the forest, the dwarf
Mime forges a sword for his foster son Siegfried.thtes the boy
but hopes that Siegfried will kill the dragon Fatneho guards the
Nibelungs’ treasure, so that Mime can get the all«xful ring and
rule the world. Siegfried runs in, picks up the nremord and
smashes it, raging at Mime’s incompetence. The fj\wwating
innocently, offers him food and kind words, butgreed doesn’t
want any of it. He knows he cannot be Mime’s real, s there is
no physical resemblance between them, and demarkai®tw who
his parents were. For the first time, Mime tellsddiied how he
found his mother, Sieglinde, in the woods and hbevdied giving
birth to him. Siegfried is moved by the story bsksfor proof.
When Mime shows him the fragments of his fathewsrsl,
Nothung, Siegfried orders Mime to repair it for hamd rushes out.

As Mime sinks down in despair, a stranger enteis. |
Wotan, lord of the gods, in human disguise as tlamdérer. He
challenges the fearful Mime to a riddle competitionwhich the
loser forfeits his head. The Wanderer easily answime'’s three
guestions—who lives under the earth (the Nibelungs)t (the
giants), and above it (the gods). Mime in turn kadiae answers to
the traveler’s first two questions but gives updrror when asked
who will repair the sword Nothung. The Wanderer adishes
Mime for enquiring about faraway matters when hesthx know
about the things that closely concern him. Theddygarts, leaving
the dwarf's head to “him who knows no fear” and winb re-
forge the magic blade.

When Siegfried returns demanding his father’s swhbftithe
tells him that he can’t repair it and tries in véorexplain the
concept of fear to the boy. To teach him, he prepa@svisit to
Fafner’s cave. Siegfried agrees and enthusiastibalyjins to forge
the sword himself. While he works, Mime preparesegping
potion to give to Siegfried once he has killed eafrrlashing the




finished sword, the boy smashes the anvil in hadf auns off into
the forest.

Siegfried,Act 2. That same night, Mime’s brother Alberich
Is hiding by the entrance to Fafner’s cave, obskgsth thoughts
of winning back the ring. The Wanderer enters, sguhe
startled Nibelung that he is not after the ringtéad, he warns
Alberich to watch out for Mime. He then wakes Fafaed tells
him that a young hero is on his way to kill him.ithpressed, the
dragon goes back to sleep. The Wanderer and Albdrsappear.
As dawn breaks, Mime and Siegfried arrive. The a&nds
Mime away and, caught up in the peaceful beauti@ivoods,
thinks about his parents (Forest Murmurs). Listgrimthe song of
a bird, he tries to imitate it on a reed pipe lailsfand blows his
horn instead. This awakens Fafner, who comes otleofave, and
in the ensuing fight Siegfried kills the dragon.thivinis dying
breath, he warns the boy of the destructive powéretreasure.
When Siegfried accidentally touches a drop of Fédri@ood to
his lips, he suddenly understands the singingebild, directing
him to the gold in the cave. Alberich and Mime agpguarreling
but withdraw as Siegfried comes out with the ring ¢he
Tarnhelm. The bird warns Siegfried not to trust Mirand when
the dwarf returns with the potion, Siegfried kitisn. The bird then
tells Siegfried of a beautiful woman named Brindjlasleep on a
mountain surrounded by fire. He immediately setstodind her.

Siegfried,Act 3. On a wild mountain pass, the Wanderer
summons Erda, goddess of the Earth, to learn tg’ gate. She
evades his questions, and he resigns himself torhending end
of the gods’ reign. His hope now rests with Briddaiand
Siegfried and the redemptive power of their lovénéw Siegfried
approaches, making fun of the god whom he takea foere old
man, the Wanderer attempts to block his path. W#kroke of
Nothung, Siegfried shatters the Wanderer’'s spaargame one
that smashed Nothung to pieces years before) arahaes.

Dawn breaks on the mountaintop where Brinnhildepse
Siegfried, who has never before seen a woman, gtelhas
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discovered a man. When he removes Briinnhilde’s iarineois
overwhelmed by the sight of her beauty. For th& fime he feels
fear. Mastering his emotions, he awakens the gtH wkiss.
Hailing the daylight, Briinnhilde is overjoyed tafa that it is
Siegfried who has brought her back to life. Attfgle resists his
declarations of passion, realizing that earthlyelawst end her
immortal life. Finally understanding that her vdred godhood has
left her a mortal woman, she says goodbye to Vialaadd joins
Siegfried in praise of love.

Opera #4, Gotterdammerung

GotterddmmerungPrologue. By a cave on the Valkyries’
rock, the three Norns, daughters of Erda, weavedpe of
destiny. They tell how Wotan ordered the world sk, from
which his spear was once cut, to be felled andatsd piled
around Valhalla. The burning of the pyre will mainlke end of the
old order of the gods. When one of the Norns mestidlberich
and the theft of the Rhinegold, the rope breaks. Nlarns’
wisdom has ended. Terrified, they descend intedréh. At dawn,
Siegfried and Brinnhilde emerge from the cave. fohmer
Valkyrie has given Siegfried her armor and taught all her
wisdom. Now she sends him into the world to do ledeeds. As
a pledge of his love, Siegfried gives her the hegook from the
dragon Fafner, and she offers her horse, Gramretunn. They say
goodbye and Siegfried sets off on his travels (BRRBiourney).

GotterddmmerungAct 1. In the hall of the Gibichungs on
the banks of the Rhine, Gunther and Gutrune disttiesssoyal
family’s diminishing glory with their half-brotheHagen. Hagen
envies Gunther his position as legitimate heir,|athe cowardly
Gunther wishes he had Hagen'’s cleverness. Hagesesd@unther
and Gutrune to strengthen their rule through mgesiguggesting
Brinnhilde as Gunther’s bride and Siegfried as Gis husband.
Since only the strongest hero can pass throughréhen
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Brinnhilde’s rock, Hagen proposes a daring plamagic potion
will make Siegfried forget Briinnhilde and fall ioMe with
Gutrune. To win her as his wife, he will get Brundé for
Gunther. When Siegfried’s horn is heard from temj Hagen
calls him ashore. Gutrune offers the potion to ffied, who
salutes Brinnhilde as he takes the cup but the mbingedrinks
loses all memory of her and confesses his lové&idrune.
Gunther describes the bride he has chosen for Hirasgrl on a
mountain, surrounded by fire. Siegfried offers tkwhrough the
flames, using the Tarnhelm to transform himself iGunther. The
two men take an oath of blood brotherhood but Halpatines to
join, declaring his own blood impure. Siegfried &udnther leave,
with Hagen staying behind, keeping watch on thekbant the
river. On the mountaintop, Brinnhilde waits for@reed’s return,
when the sudden arrival of her sister Waltrauternpts her
thoughts. Horrified by the impending destructiorVaihalla,
Waltraute has come to ask for Briinnhilde’s helpe dhly way to
save the gods, she says, is for Brinnhilde to tpeeaing back to
the Rhinemaidens, its rightful owners. Briunnhildgrly refuses,
declaring that Siegfried’s love is more importamher than the
fate of the gods. Waltraute leaves in despair. WSiegfried's
horn sounds in the distance, Briinnhilde is oveoyser
happiness quickly turns into confusion and terrbewa strange
figure appears before her, claiming her as GurghHartle and
tearing the ring from her hand.

GotterdammerungAct 2. As Hagen sits sleeping outside the
Gibichungs’ hall at night, Alberich appears asiiiidream and
reminds his son that he has to win back the rireyvibbreaks and
Siegfried arrives, telling Hagen that Gunther amdri®hilde will
follow soon by boat. Hagen summons the Gibichuag tb
welcome their king, and Gunther enters with the thatad
Brinnhilde. When she sees Siegfried, her initild@shment
immediately turns into anger and she furiously aesthim of
betraying her. Still under the spell of the potiSiegfried
innocently tells her he is to marry Gutrune and e will
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become Gunther’s wife. Noticing the ring on Siegdi’s finger,
Brinnhilde demands to know who gave it to him, sinaly the
night before it was taken from her hand, supposkdlunther.
Hagen urges Brinnhilde to explain further and t#lésmen to
listen well. Accusing Siegfried to have stolen timg, Brinnhilde
declares he is her husband. Siegfried protestgrgvgeon Hagen'’s
spear that he has done no wrong. He dismisses Bitdats
accusations and leads Gutrune and the men intoath&
celebrate. Beside herself with fury, Brinnhilde caty think of
vengeance. Hagen offers to kill Siegfried, but Biide tells him
he is invincible: she has protected him with magexeept for his
back, which he would never turn to an enemy. Gurtiesitates to
join the conspiracy, but when Brunnhilde calls l@mmoward and
Hagen explains the ring’s power to him, he giveddagen
suggests that the murder should be made to loekalikunting
accident. While Gunther and Brunnhilde ask the godkelp,
Hagen invokes Alberich.

GotterddmmerungAct 3. Siegfried, separated from his
hunting party, meets the three Rhinemaidens bpdmés of the
river. The girls ask him to return the ring to thand he almost
agrees, but when they tell him of Alberich’s culngedecides to
keep it to prove he is not afraid. Predicting Siegfs imminent
death, the Rhinemaidens disappear as Hagen, Guatitethe
other hunters enter. Asked by Hagen to tell theoughis youth,
Siegfried describes his life with Mime, the forgiafjthe sword
Nothung, and his fight with the dragon. While h¢aiking, Hagen
offers him wine containing an antidote to the potid
forgetfulness. His memory restored, Siegfried curds his tale,
describing how he walked through the fire and wBki&nnhilde.
At the mention of her name, Hagen stabs Siegfrigdal ks spear.
When the shocked Gunther asks what he has donenHeaglies
that he avenged a false oath. Remembering Briretiith his
last words, Siegfried dies and is carried off (Fah&lusic).

Back at the Gibichungs’ hall, Gutrune wakes frobad dream,
wondering what has happened to Siegfried. Whebdnly is
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carried in, she accuses Gunther of murder, whoe®that Hagen
Is the guilty one. The two men fight about the ramgl Gunther is
killed. As Hagen reaches for the ring, the deadf8rd
threateningly raises his arm, terrifying everydBdinnhilde enters
and calmly orders a funeral pyre to be built onldbeks of the
Rhine. She denounces the gods for their guilt @gfied’s death,
takes the ring from his hand and promises it taRhmemaidens.
Putting the ring on her finger, she lights the pymnel leaps into the
flames. The river overflows its banks and desttbgshall. Hagen,
trying to get to the ring, is dragged into the wdig the
Rhinemaidens, who joyfully reclaim their gold. hetdistance,
Valhalla and the gods are seen, surrounded by §ame
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